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News

Sir Knight Donald W. Demars, Past Grand
Commander (2016-17), Knight Commander
of the Temple, passed away December 18,
2025. Please keep his wife Mary and the rest
of Don's family in your thoughts and prayers.
Please see the attached General Order 11.
Obituary

https://mcusercontent.com/a2428bb32fedc10c8fb49ff47/files/b79e7dc0-98c8-1ea0-0625-d24ab4a01eb2/2025_26_General_Orders_11.pdf
https://www.duluthnewstribune.com/obituaries/obits/donald-w-demars-mklzuej0ngmi3yovlcrr


News
A new initiative to encourage healthier
lifestyles among Masons. Let’s take the first
step toward a vibrant, thriving community
together. Step up, lace up, and make a
difference.
Be part of the 14th Annual Goldy’s Run,
supporting the M Health Fairview University
of Minnesota Masonic Children’s Hospital.
Meet fellow Masons at the starting line, run
(or walk) with us in the 5k race, and celebrate
together at the finish line. Look for the
Masonic banner at our meeting point.

Visit Goldysrun.com , Click “Register Now!”
and use the sign up code
MASONSINACTION [Masons In Action - all
one word] register- our team name is MN
Freemasons.

The ByLaws digital initiative is pushing
forward, if you still haven’t done so, please
submit a copy of your ByLaws (or request
help for scanning) to your District Officer.

https://u6536653.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.6wIFR7N22JnhKlofNqnGOvGQi68tkgAFNe0m-2F8-2FOZzdmXmfr96ivRDjgxgeIfIM8-prW_l59XvSwACeFHAqUSEkI3oPUv5fxH8KZUWrF6Lbl0D7L1FkDSFDm4AmxlE0VzK8Aij0QnDQtBdtbqU85ByYD4CTu6PyDHTJswnZ2Cu9xsGmfthbjnTtT6-2FIGm5MqAWRsIOz5w2fEkvA-2B-2F8cEjjpKFH41cs4omjVMJF6PbxrdOME7CGoCh-2Fn97LX8ZYQKNYkzGUCqaRm6gJEDSzJDQhTPwbhrz5I7VjQnfH03PtfBHZmcqEbFL5muiRXvXsCoQ-2B3wiS7Iz5Icg3Z0Hx9dBC5EEWQ-3D-3D


From ancient Babylon to modern-day lodge
rooms, the turning of the year has always
carried meaning far beyond the flip of a
calendar page. In History and Traditions of a
New Year, the author traces how cultures
across time and continents have marked new
beginnings—through feasts, vows, calendars,
and resolutions—and gently draws those
traditions into our own Masonic lives. Along
the way, familiar customs take on deeper
significance, reminding us that reflection,
renewal, and resolve are timeless human
impulses. Join us for a thoughtful journey
through history that just might shape how
you approach the year ahead.

Edification

What if every step of the soul’s ascent were
laid upon the remains of who you once were?
Drawing from an ancient Buddhist parable
and read through the light of Christian hope,
this meditation reflects on death and rebirth
not as distant doctrines, but as realities lived
again and again within a single lifetime. As
the year turns, it asks us to look honestly at
the selves we have outgrown, the graves we
have already passed through, and the quiet
mercy of rising once more. This is a
reflection on repentance, continuity, and
resurrection — and on why the Light that
dawns beyond the skull-shaped hill still
matters now, perhaps more than ever. Read
the full reflection on our blog, Mountain of
Skulls.

https://minnesota-grand-commandery.blogspot.com/2026/01/history-and-traditions-of-new-year.html
https://minnesota-grand-commandery.blogspot.com/2026/01/history-and-traditions-of-new-year.html
https://minnesota-grand-commandery.blogspot.com/2026/01/mountain-of-skulls.html
https://minnesota-grand-commandery.blogspot.com/2026/01/mountain-of-skulls.html


Mark Your Calendars

Mn. Ch. № 1, St. Paul Council № 1, & Damascus
Comm. № 1
Installation of Officers
St. Paul Masonic Center
Friday, January 9th
Dinner: 6:30pm

2026 Grand Lodge One day to Masonry
Festival
Minneapolis Scottish Rite
January 17th, 9am
(RSVP required, check Grand View)

2026 Royal Arch Masonry Festival
Minneapolis Scottish Rite
February 7th, 8:45am
(RSVP required)

2026 Cryptic Council Festival
Minneapolis Scottish Rite
February 21st, 10am
(RSVP required)

2026 Knights Templar Festival
Minneapolis Scottish Rite
March 7th, 7:30am
(RSVP required)

https://www.mnyorkrite.org/event/2026-one-day-to-royal-arch/
https://www.mnyorkrite.org/event/2026-one-day-to-cryptic-council/
https://www.mnyorkrite.org/event/2026-one-day-to-knights-templar/


Mark Your Calendars

2026 173rd Grand Lodge Communication
The Park Event Center
St. Cloud, MN
April 17-18th
(RSVP required, will open closer to event)
(Additional Information)

2026 Grand York Rite Session
Best Western Plus Kelly Inn
St. Cloud, MN
June 25-27th
(RSVP required, will open closer to event)

https://mnfreemasons.org/event/173rd-annual-communication/
https://mnfreemasons.org/ancom/


North Central
Super Excellent Master Degree
Saturday, February 28th, 2026
11:30 - 4:00p
@ Des Moines, IO
RSVP

96th Annual Grand Encampment Easter
Observance
Hilton Arlington National Landing
Arlington, Virginia
Sunday, April 5, 2026
Information
Registration
Hotel Reservation

73rd Triennial Convocation
Capitol Hilton Hotel
Washington D.C.
Monday, August 31st
RSVP
(RSVP required, will open closer to event)

mailto:shaasr@gmail.com?subject=RSVP%20for%20SEM&body=Greetings%20Companion%20Shane%252C%0AI%20saw%20the%20upcoming%20Super%20Excellent%20Master%20Degree%20slated%20for%20Saturday%252C%20February%2028th%252C%20and%20was%20looking%20to%20reserve%20my%20place.%0AI%20understand%20the%20tenative%20schedule%20is%253A%0A10%253A00%20am%0ARegistration%20for%20TIM%20Degree%0A10%253A30%20am*%0AThrice%20Illustrious%20Master%20Degree%0A11%253A30%20am%0ACouncil%20Luncheon%20and%20Education%0A12%253A30%20pm%0ARegistration%20for%20SEM%20Degree%0A1%253A00%20pm%0ASuper%20Excellent%20Master%20Degree%0A3%253A00%20pm%0ARemarks%20%252F%20Closing%0A~3%253A30pm%0ASocial%20Hour%0A*Must%20be%20a%20current%20or%20past%20Illustrious%20Master%20of%20an%20Iowa%20Council
https://usagekt.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/2026_GEKT_Easter_Observance_Information.pdf
https://usagekt.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/2026_GEKT_Easter_Observance_CC_Authorization.pdf
https://book.passkey.com/go/GrandEncampment2026?utm_source=1694&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=298695625&trkid=605611669&linkid=3825789708
https://yrtriennial.org/


Stated Meetings

Translate RSS

Tuesday, January 6th
№ 18 Duluth Commandery
(Election/Installation of
Officers)
@ Masonic Center of Duluth

Thursday, January 8th
Fergus Falls Ch. № 27, Alpha
Council No.6, Palestine Comm.
№ 14
@ Cornerstone Lodge № 99

Tuesday, January 13th
№ 1 Damascus Commandery
@ St. Paul Masonic Center

Thursday, January 15th
№ 31 Ivanhoe Commandery
@ Nicollet Lodge № 54

Monday, January 19th
№ 24 Nazarene Commandery
@ North Star Lodge № 23

Monday, January 19th
№ 5 Home Commandery
@ Rochester Lodge № 21

Send your events and calendar of meetings to :
mngc.communications@gmail.com

Tuesday, January 20th
Keystone Chapter № 20 &
Duluth Council № 6
(Election/Installation of
Officers)
@ Masonic Center of Duluth

Wednesday, January 21st
№ 9 Cyrene Commandery
@ Star in the East Lodge № 33

Monday, January 26th
№ 2 Zion Commandery
@ Minneapolis Scottish Rite

Monday, December 22th
№ 8 Faribault Commandery
@ Corinthian Lodge № 67

Tuesday, February 3rd
№ 18 Duluth Commandery
@ Masonic Center of Duluth

https://us7.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=a2428bb32fedc10c8fb49ff47&id=515bab35fe
mailto:mngc.communications@gmail.com


Knight
Carriwitchet 

Knight: Squire, do you know why I always
wear my Class A’s to January Conclaves?

Squire: For the solemnity, Sir?

Knight: No, because they’re warmer than
my overcoat!



Repository

The Martyrdom of Grand Master
Jacques de Molay

The Peculiar Stone

A Tribute to Benjamin Franklin

Grand Commandery of Minnesota

Additional links

Educational Blog

Chinon Parchment

Security Reminder for Masonic Lodges

Grand Encampment Prayer Request

Sword Manual Lesson #1

Sword Manual Lesson #2

https://mcusercontent.com/a2428bb32fedc10c8fb49ff47/files/373b62a9-c3f6-d32b-b8b1-50d9d3540e20/The_Martyrdom_of_Grand_Master_Jacques_de_Molay_V9_1_.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/a2428bb32fedc10c8fb49ff47/files/373b62a9-c3f6-d32b-b8b1-50d9d3540e20/The_Martyrdom_of_Grand_Master_Jacques_de_Molay_V9_1_.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/a2428bb32fedc10c8fb49ff47/files/c33f54dd-032a-401c-2a78-c7a9854ea6aa/The_Peculiar_Stone_2012.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/a2428bb32fedc10c8fb49ff47/files/f7b6363e-cb8e-62ee-604d-a51d61b70b7a/BenFranklin_MCME_03May2024.pdf
https://www.mnyorkrite.org/grand-commander/
https://minnesota-grand-commandery.blogspot.com/
https://mcusercontent.com/a2428bb32fedc10c8fb49ff47/files/06c97861-508b-60fc-be8d-eaaa34ed18d5/Chinon_Parchment.pdf
https://mnyorkrite.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a2428bb32fedc10c8fb49ff47&id=88bdd24695&e=16b6d433cd
https://usagekt.org/40miles/
https://youtu.be/ynpFxKPih2U
https://youtu.be/PLu1Zkv4ZYo


Forms, Petitions, &
Nominations

Companion

https://mcusercontent.com/a2428bb32fedc10c8fb49ff47/files/3d31cc41-1605-8c14-7703-8d42fdf4f3a6/Knight_Crusaders_Petition_1_.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/a2428bb32fedc10c8fb49ff47/files/9543b374-a6ff-1fe4-02b0-0d5615c414c1/kct_nomination_fillable_70thTriennial.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/a2428bb32fedc10c8fb49ff47/files/b7b197cd-cfa4-736d-d648-09ff16e657a1/cot_nomination__fillable_70thTriennial.pdf


Do you know a fellow Knight that isn't
receiving the Beauseant & Buckler, show

them this QR code, they can snap a photo and
they'll be directed to the sign-up page

Translate RSS

To submit content or news to the Beauseant & Buckler
contact Sir Knight Scott Giannone, Editor at:

mngc.communications@gmail.com

or Click Here to sign up

AI (Artificial Intelligence) is used in the
creation of images and summations of articles.

https://us7.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=a2428bb32fedc10c8fb49ff47&id=515bab35fe
mailto:mngc.communications@gmail.com?subject=Submission%20for%20content
http://eepurl.com/h9d61j

