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Masonic Knights Templar and the Civil War 

The involvement of Masonic Knights Templar in the American Civil War is a fascinating, 
often overlooked, aspect of the conflict. While not a cohesive fighting force, their influence 
was felt through individual participation, shared values, and existing fraternal networks 
that sometimes-transcended sectional lines. Let's break it down: 

 
Understanding Masonic Knights Templar: 

First, it's crucial to understand what Masonic Knights Templar were (and are). They are 
a Christian-oriented fraternal order, an appendant body of Freemasonry, tracing their 
symbolism and rituals back to the medieval Knights Templar. Importantly, they are not a 
military organization in the modern sense. Their focus is on moral teachings, Christian 
values, and charitable works, often expressed through chivalric symbolism. They operate 
within the framework of Freemasonry, which emphasizes brotherly love, relief, and truth. 

 
Individual Participation: 

The core involvement of Knights Templar in the Civil War came down to the individual 
choices of its members. When the nation fractured, Masons and Knights Templar found 
themselves on opposing sides, like many other Americans. There wasn't a "Knights 
Templar army" or coordinated effort. 

• Northern Knights Templar: Many Northern Knights Templar, loyal to the Union, 
joined the ranks of the Union Army. They served in all capacities, from rank-and-
file soldiers to officers, bringing their sense of duty and often their Masonic 
principles to the battlefield. Their shared Masonic background might have fostered 
a sense of camaraderie even amongst strangers within the Union ranks. 

• Southern Knights Templar: Similarly, Southern Knights Templar felt obligated to 
defend their states and joined the Confederate Army. Just like their Northern 
brethren, they served in various roles. They too carried their fraternal values into 
the conflict. 

Fraternal Connections and Their Limitations: Freemasonry, including the Knights 
Templar, often functioned as a bridge across the divide. The shared vows of brotherhood 
and mutual support could sometimes mitigate the bitterness of war. While fighting on 
opposing sides, Masonic and Knights Templar ideals could lead to: 

• Acts of Kindness: There are accounts of Masons recognizing each other on the 
battlefield through Masonic signs and providing aid, such as tending to wounded 



enemies, sometimes going against direct orders. While not always documented, 
this was likely more common than most people realize. 

• Exchange of Prisoners: Occasionally, Masonic lodges facilitated communication 
between camps, sometimes leading to informal prisoner exchanges or better 
treatment for captured Masons on both sides. This was never a widespread or 
official practice but rather an act of individual compassion. 

• Protection of Lodges: There are stories, though often anecdotal, of Masonic lodges 
being spared destruction during campaigns. Both Union and Confederate soldiers, 
mindful of their Masonic oaths, may have tried to protect these spaces from the 
ravages of war. 

 
• The Limits of Brotherhood: 

It’s important not to overstate this fraternal influence. While instances of Masonic 
brotherhood influencing the conflict exist, the shared fraternal bond ultimately 
did not prevent the war or significantly lessen the intensity of battles. 

• Loyalty to Nation First: The primary loyalty of most Knights Templar was to their 
respective sides, to the Union or the Confederacy. Fraternal ties did not trump their 
national allegiance. They were, first and foremost, Americans, and later, 
Southerners or Northerners, with deeply held beliefs about their respective causes. 

• Ideological Divides: The core issues of slavery, states' rights, and economic 
differences were too profound to be overcome by Masonic ideals alone. Fraternal 
connections could be personal, but they couldn't bridge the chasm of deeply rooted 
political and social conflict. 

• Individual Interpretations: Even within the fraternal order, there was not a uniform 
view on the morality of the conflict. Some saw fighting for their side as completely 
congruent with their Christian and Masonic values, while others may have wrestled 
with the contradictions. 
 

•  
Post-War Healing and Reconciliation: 

After the war, Masonic bodies played a role in the gradual process of reconciliation. 
Through their ideals of forgiveness and rebuilding, Masonic lodges and related orders, 
like the Knights Templar, helped contribute to a sense of healing and unity as the nation 
worked to mend itself. 

 
 

In Conclusion: 
The Masonic Knights Templar did not play a direct, organized military role in the Civil 
War. Their influence was through the individual participation of members on both sides, 
and occasionally through the expression of shared fraternal values. While the war tested 
the limits of fraternal bonds, instances of kindness and mercy inspired by Masonic 
principles did occur. Ultimately, the Civil War serves as a powerful reminder that even 
deep-rooted fraternal bonds can be fractured by profound political and ideological 
conflicts. The Knights Templar, like the larger Masonic fraternity, offer a complex lens 
through which to view the human dimensions of this great conflict, highlighting the shared 
humanity that persisted even in the face of devastating division. 


