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To all sir knights and their families' 

It's Easter time--the time of year when we celebrate the resurrection 
of our Lord and Savior. Each of us should rejoice that we serve a living 
Savior! 

I can only imagine what Mary Magdalen and the other Mary thought 
on that joyful morning. To be told that Christ was not in the tomb, but was 
alive would have been hard to believe. 

After all, they had watched Him perish on the cross just days earlier. 
To know that the prophecy had been fulfilled would have been great and 
left them awestruck. 

I encourage each of you to attend the church of your choice and 
celebrate his resurrection. My hope for each of you is a wonderful day 
spent with family and friends remembering what this day is truly about. 

The Easter sunrise service in Washington, D.C., is planned again this 
year. If any of you would like to attend, I have the information. I will not be 
attending as I plan on spending the holiday with my mother. 

Please read the following message from Grand Prelate Rev. Mr. Ben 
E. Gurley in addition to this scripture:  Gospel of Luke chapter 24, verses 1-
12. 

Happy Easter from my family to yours, 

Charles R. "Sam" Krafft 

Right Eminent Grand Commander 



From the Apartment of the Grand Prelate 
The Reverend Mr. Ben E. Gurley 
 
2024 Easter Message 
 
To the Right Eminent Grand Commander Sam Krafft and his Lady 

Connie, 
And to The Grand Officers and their and Ladies, 
and to all Sir Knights and their Ladies of the Grand Commandery of 

West Virginia: 
 
The Lord is Risen! Alleluia! 

The Lord is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 

Can you image that celebrating Easter might bring danger for most of 

us? The danger comes from our knowing in advance the outcome of the 

drama – that Jesus rose again. Knowing what is going to be said and sung 

this morning, we are in danger of not being shocked by this unimaginably 

joyous, unprecedented event. 

If we are not careful, Easter can become just another one of those 

stories with a feel-good, happy ending. If we are not careful, we will cease 

to be slack-jawed. If we are not careful, the hair on the back of our necks 

will not stand up when we hear the almost unbelievable Good News. 

This is so, because familiarity can breed, if not contempt, then at 

least a ho-hum, of-course-he-rose-on-the-third-day kind of attitude. If we 

succumb to this familiar thinking, Jesus’ death on the cross is hardly a life-

changing gift, but rather a short pause in a celebration lined only with 

bunnies and baskets, colored eggs, and family dinners. 

Obviously, in the depth of our faith, we cannot afford to become so 

complacent. It is important that we understand Easter profoundly and 

appreciate its ultimate value; important that we remember that it follows 

and gives meaning to the weight of Good Friday and the pain that black 

day bears. The sadness and darkness of Good Friday discloses several 

things that should never be glossed over – lest Easter lose its goose-bump-

producing, almost too-good-to-be-true character. 

The women disciples were among the very few who stayed with 

Jesus until the end, waiting with him until he died. They knew he was dead, 



that it was no illusion. For them as well as for all his followers, Jesus’ 

crucifixion and death seemed at first a crushing, disillusioning end, without 

hope or redemption. For them, all was lost, all was dark. Despite the 

promises they wanted to cling to, it appeared that Jesus and his cause had 

been defeated. After all, he had suffered the humiliating shame and the 

discrediting reality of death by crucifixion. Maybe his opponents were right; 

his death showed him to be just a deluded messianic pretender. 

Despite this apparent reality, the women stayed with him throughout 

this tragedy. The women stayed with him even after his death. Despite their 

despair, they went to his tomb early that morning. Yet what these broken-

hearted, still-faithful women found when they arrived was that the body of 

Jesus was not there. So, they became the first to experience the 

frightening, awesome discovery that sometime during the night he had 

risen. 

At first, however, they did not know what to make of his absent body. 

Terror and amazement seized them, then they fled the tomb. These women 

became the first believers for whom it was not enough just to know that the 

tomb was empty. Because for all who are discerning, the empty tomb does 

not prove the meaning of the Resurrection. The women’s experience 

shows us what else is necessary. 

It was facing Jesus’ death and continuing to stay true to him 

afterward that allowed them to discover the Resurrection. They found that 

he was alive to them in a way they could never have imagined, in a way 

that could never end. They discovered that what the world put to death, 

God raised high. This is the meaning of Easter:  God’s love triumphs over 

every barrier. 

Easter means that no power on earth can destroy the reality that is 

Christ. 

The angel gave the women the clue that unlocks for every Christian 

the power of the Resurrection. The angel instructed them to tell all the other 

disciples that Christ was raised and had gone before them into Galilee. The 

angel told them that they should quit looking for Jesus in death, but rather, 

find him alive in a new way, in the life of the world. If they could do so, they 

would discover the meaning of the Resurrection. They would discover that 

even despite our lack of commitment to God, God remains committed to us 



– in a loving, unconditional, no-strings-attached kind way – despite how 

much or little we might deserve that love. They will discover that God 

makes them the most precious beings in creation – people who are worth 

dying for. 

Easter is coming face to face with a Jesus who has not just reversed 

the power death, but has completely triumphed over it. 

Today is the day in our faith to proclaim this fabulous news. The 

Good News of the Resurrection is that Christ is a light that overcomes all 

the darkness that life can entail. That light overcomes the darkness we 

experienced in Holy Week when we passed through vivid reminders of our 

human frailty and sin, reminders of how easy it is for us to be gobbled up 

by the power of the enemies of God. 

Now – today – we can declare that things are different. 

Now we know we have the love and light of Christ going before us 

and living within us. Now we can see the way and dare to bring that love 

and light to the darker parts of our world. 

Today our Prayer Book allows us to begin saying, as a response to 

the dismissal, “Thanks be to God – Alleluia, Alleluia.” Now we can express, 

once again, the joy of these empowering words. Now we go forth from this 

service back into our workaday world in a renewed and transformed way. 

We can go forth with confidence and courage because we know that as 

Christ went before the disciples into Galilee, he also goes before us into all 

the world. 

Christ leads the way for us, ever going before us, raising us with him 

from the depths – from sickness and pain and even death, from 

disappointment and sin and despair and grief. Christ ever goes before us 

as our light in the darkness, allowing us to reflect his light into the world. 

Today we move with the women at the tomb into a renewed life, 

ready to face everything with joy, and filled with God’s love, proclaiming 

and showing that Christ is risen, indeed. Today we shout, “Alleluia !! 

Alleluia !!” 

 


