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Help Wanted!

We are looking for some technically astute Sir Knight to assume responsibility for sending this
newsletter out each month and maintaining the e-mail list for the Tennessee Knight Templar
News. This will allow our Grand Generalissimo to devote more time to other Templar projects.

Potential volunteers should contact John L. Palmer at: john.pgm97@gmail.com
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ROBERT B. BEAM
RIGHT EMINENT GRAND COMMANDER
Grand Commandery Knights Templar of Tennessee

March Message from the Grand Commander

February 22, 2024
Knoxville, TN
Sir Knights,

I would like to take an opportunity to thank you all for the honor and privilege of allowing me to serve as
your Grand Commander. This has been one of the greatest honors of my life; a dream come true and one I
never thought would happen. Being elected to this office has been both an exciting and humbling experience. I
can only say thank you.

I have tried to do some good for Templary during my time, and I hope I have “left it better than I found it.”
Some of my original ideas I laid aside, while others I have been able to implement. In everything, I considered
what is in the best interest of the order, and that guided every decision I made.

I would like to thank in particular the Past Grand Commanders for their guidance and wisdom. I never
called any of them that they did not give me their best counsel and advice. I am honored to be among them. I
would also like to thank my grand officers and aides de camp for their support and assistance. Many, if not all,
of the things that were accomplished during my term were due to their hard work and dedication.

Finally, Sir Knights, I would like to thank you for your support and patience, and for your hospitality over
the past seventeen months. I have enjoyed getting to know the ones of you whom I had not already met, and
look forward to seeing you in the future.

I hope that you will support our Very Eminent Deputy Grand Commander John Simmons as he assumes
the mantle of leadership within our order. I have confidence in him and look forward to seeing what he will
accomplish. I see bright days ahead for our Grand Commandery, and I fully support the efforts of our officer
Corps.

Again, I thank you all for this opportunity, and I remain in your service.

Courteously,

Robert B. Beam
RE Grand Commander

200 TOWER DRIVE, KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 37912

ROBERTBEAM.GCTN@GMAIL.COM
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Afrom the Grand Generalissimo
John L. Palmer, GCT

Christian Chivalric Values
Part 6

Last year, we began a series of articles on the "Christian Chivalric Values" as set forth by Sir Knight
Richard Van Dorn, the first of which is, “A firm belief in the Lord Jesus Christ and his church.” The sixth
value is “An impetus to come to the rescue of others, no matter their circumstances.”

This value has always been my strength or my downfall, depending on how you look at it, especially when
it comes to someone treating someone else badly when they do not deserve it. I grew up under the influence of
Roy Rogers, The Lone Ranger, Matt Dillon, and John Wayne. These guys were constantly coming to the rescue
of someone in distress, usually someone who was being taken advantage of. I guess, because of this, I have the
urge to get involved when someone is being mistreated.

On the other hand, my dad gave me some really good advice many years ago. He said, “Son, there are a lot
of things going on in the world, and most of them are none of your business, so you had best stay out of them.”

So, how do you decide when to get involved in other people’s struggles? Well, I think Davy Crockett had
the right idea when he said, “Make sure you are right, and then go ahead.” First, I would say that unless you
really understand what is going on, be careful; you might just make things worse. Second, make sure you are
willing to pay the price without grumbling if you have to sacrifice to help. Trust me on this; I have obtained a
number of stitches and lost substantial amounts of money when coming to the aid of an underdog. If you are
going to complain about your losses and injuries, you probably should not have gotten involved in the first
place.

I would also suggest that you limit your involvement to situations that really matter. Trivial disagreements
and minor offenses just are not worth butting in. Ultimately though, what is the point of being a Knight if you
cannot rescue someone from time to time? The world is full of injustice and evil. Most of the time we, as
individuals, cannot do anything about it. When we can, however, we need to seize the opportunity to right a

wrong and come to the aid of the victim. That is called chivalry, and that is what sets us apart as Knights.

Next month’s value is “The imperative to fight the good fight, no matter how small or how large the

battlefield.”

As always, If I can assist you in any way, I can be contacted at:

john.pgm97@gmail.com or (615) 504-3355 Cell
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York Rite

Grand Sessions
March 24-26, 2024

Hotel

Millennium Maxwell House Hotel

2025 Rosa L. Parks Boulevard
Nashville, TN 37228
Available dates are

March/23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28/2024
Rate = $143.00 plus taxes and fees of $24.30) — Total $167.30

Reservation Phone Number = (615) 259-4343
2024 Masons - Grand Lodge of TN/York Rite Bodies

Cutoff Date is Feb 23, 2024
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NORTH
ALABAMA FLORIDA GEORGIA MISSISSIPPI CAROLINA SOUTH CAROLINA TENNESSEE

SOUTHEASTERN YORK RITE CONFERENCE
June 14-15, 2024

Companions and Sir Knights:

We are looking forward to seeing you at the Southeastern York Rite Conference to be held at the Knoxville
Airport Hilton on June 14 and 15, 2024. One of the quirks of the Knoxville Airport is that it is not in Knoxville
or even in Knox County Tennessee but is in fact in beautiful Alcoa Tennessee. The Hilton Hotel is on the airport
property, so it is convenient for those who are traveling by air to the Conference. For those who have not visited
the Great Smokey Mountains National Park, Alcoa is just a 30-minute drive to the Townsend Entrance to the
Park. In addition, for the Shop-a-holics out there, Pigeon Forge and Gatlinburg are only an hour away from the
Hotel. The Hilton Hotel will extend the Room Rate beyond the Conference Schedule for those who wish to
extend their stay in East Tennessee.

The Hilton is located at 2001 Alcoa Highway, Alcoa Tennessee, 37701. You can make reservations by calling
the Hilton at 865 970 4300 and request the Grand York Rite Rate which is $145.00 per night excluding tax.
Parking is free in the Hilton Parking lot. The deadline for making reservations is May 14, 2024.

Attached is a Registration and meal order form. Everyone who attends the conference or attends a Leadership
meeting will need to register. Meals are not a part of the Registration Fee. Tickets will be distributed to those
who purchase meals, and the tickets will be collected at the door to the Ballroom. There will be a Tennessee
River Cruise with Lunch for the Ladies on Friday. Tickets can be purchased with the Registration Package. The
deadline for meal orders is May 31, 2024.

A reminder to all Southeastern Grand Commanderies: all Grand Commanders, Deputy Grand Commanders,
Grand Generalissimos, Grand Captain Generals and Grand Recorders are required by the Grand Encampment
Constitution to attend a Department Conference each year. If you have a scheduling issue you have two choices,
one you can attend another Department Conference or two you can in the case of an emergency request an
excused absence from the Grand Master of the Grand Encampment.

The Conference is intended to be focused on York Rite Masonry, but everyone who attends a Leadership Course
will benefit from the class. In the past, DeMolay, Rainbow, Eastern Star and Blue Lodge Masons who are not
York Rite Masons have attended the meeting and have all voiced their great admiration for the Knowledge that
was imparted to them during the session. For those who wish to take the Leadership classes they need to fill out
a Conference Registration form but also contact the Leadership Training staff at: http://yorkriteleadership.org

If you have any questions, please contact the Accommodations Chair, Robert W Waldron, at 615 517 6129

R. P. James W. Bard R. E. Robert Waldron M. E. Mark A. Bradley
SE Regional Deputy SE Department Commander SE Regional Deputy
General Grand Master Int’l Grand Encampment of USA General Grand High Priest Int’l
(770) 354-8759 (615) 448-2065 (706) 983-9216
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ALABAMA FLORIDA

GEORGIA

MISSISSIPPI

NORTH CAROLINA

SOUTH CAROLINA TENNESSEE

SOUTHEASTERN YORK RITE CONFERENCE

Thursday June 13"
1:00-6:00 PM

Friday June 14th
7:00 AM-5:00PM

8:00-11:30 AM
11:00AM-3:00 PM
11:30 AM-1:00PM
1:00-4:30 PM
6:00-7:00 PM
7:00-9:00 PM
Saturday June 15th
7:00-9:00 AM
8:00-11:30 AM
8:00-11:30 AM
8:00-11:30 AM
8:00-11:30 AM
11:30 AM-1:00 PM
1:00-5:00 PM

1:00-5:00 PM
1:00-5:00 PM

1:00-5:00 PM

R. P. James W. Bard
SE Regional Deputy
General Grand Master Int’l
(770) 354-8759

Schedule of Events

Registration

Registration
General Grand Chapter Session
Ladies Tour and Lunch
Lunch-ticket required
General Grand Council Session

Social Hour

Banquet- ticket required

Registration
Grand Encampment Session

Emerging Leadership 102

Emerging Leadership 202

Emerging Leadership 402
Lunch- fticket required

Grand Encampment Session

Emerging Leadership 102
Emerging Leadership 202

Emerging Leadership 402

R. E. Robert Waldron
SE Department Commander
Grand Encampment of USA

(615) 448-2065
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Hotel Lobby

Hotel Lobby
Ballroom Annex
Depart from Lobby

Ballroom
Ballroom Annex

Outside Ballroom

Ballroom
Dress: Coat and Tie

Hotel Lobby

Ball Room Annex

Tremont
Elkmont
Laurel
Ballroom

Ball Room Annex

Tremont

Elkmont

Laurel

M. E. Mark A. Bradley
SE Regional Deputy
General Grand High Priest
Int’l
(706) 983-9216



ALABAMA FLORIDA GEORGIA

MISSISSIPPI NORTH CAROLINA  SOUTH CAROLINA TENNESSEE

SOUTHEASTERN YORK RITE CONFERENCE

Southeastern York Rite Conference

Name

June 14-15,2024

Registration Form

Lady

First Middle Initial

Street Address

Last

First Middle Initial Last

City, State, Zip

Phone () -

Email

My Current Masonic Office

I will be attending

Grand Chapter
Grand Council

Chapter Grand Commandery
Council Leadership 102
Commandery Leadership 202
Leadership 402
Number Extension

Registration Fees per Attendee $40.00
Friday

Ladies River Boat Cruise and Lunch $45.00

Lunch $45.00
Banquet

Pork Tenderloin $55.00

Chicken Marsala $55.00
Saturday

Southern Buffet $45.00
Total (No refund after May 31) $

Mail this completed Form with your Check Payable to: SE York Rite Conference to Robert W Waldron, 1026 Old
Jefferson Pike, Smyrna, Tennessee 37167.Hotel Reservations must be made to the Knoxville Airport Hilton at 865-970-
4300, ask for the Grand Encampment rooms. Room rates are $145.00 per night based on double occupancy. (Not
including Tax). Hotel Parking is free. The Deadline for Room Reservations is May 14, Reservations after that date are

based on availability.

Contact: Robert W Waldron cell 615 517 6129 email waldronr@aol.com

R. P. James W. Bard
SE Regional Deputy
General Grand Master Int’l
(770) 354-8759

(615) 448-2065
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2024 COMMANDERY INSPECTION SCHEDULE

Below is the schedule for Commandery Inspections. Meals begin one hour before Inspection time (6:00 pm,
8:00 am, 2:00 pm.) For more information, contact your Recorder.

Date Time Commandery Location
Thurs., Sept. 5 07:00 PM ET Greeneville 43 Greeneville
Fri., Sept. 6 07:00 PM ET Cyprus 23 Maryville
Sat., Sept. 7 09:00 AM ET Coeur de Lion 9 Knoxville

03:00 PM ET Appalachia UD (45) Fountain City
Fri., Sept. 13 07:00 PM ET Athens 34 Athens
Sat., Sept. 14 09:00 AM ET Cyrene 42 Dayton
03:00 PM ET Lookout 14 Chattanooga
Thurs., Sept. 19 07:00 PM ET Campbell Co. No. 44 LaFollette
Fri., Sept. 20 07:00 PM ET Chevalier No. 21 Oak Ridge
Sat., Sept. 21 09:00 AM CT Plateau No. 38 Crossville
03:00 PM CT Cumberland No.26  Cookeville
Fri., Sept. 27 07:00 PM CT Clarksville No. 8 Clarksville
Sat., Sept. 28 09:00 AM CT Dickson 41 Dickson
03:00 PM CT DePayens No. 11 Franklin
Thurs., Oct. 3 07:00 PM ET St. Omer 19 Bristol
Fri., Oct. 4 07:00 PM ET Watauga No. 25 Johnson City
Sat., Oct. 5 09:00 AM ET Carter No. 37 Elizabethton
03:00 PM ET Kingsport No. 33 Kingsport
Thurs., Oct. 10 07:00 PM CT Manchester No. 40 Manchester
Fri., Oct. 11 07:00 PM CT Murfreesboro No. 10 Murfreesboro
Sat., Oct. 12 09:00 AM CT Baldwin No. 7 Lebanon
03:00 PM CT Nashville No. 1 Nashville
Thurs., Oct. 24 07:00 PM CT Union City No. 29 Troy
Fri., Oct. 25 07:00 PM CT Paris No. 16 Paris
Lexington No. 36
Sat., Oct. 26 09:00 AM CT Jackson No. 13 Lexington
Park Ave. No. 31 (HC)
03:00 PM CT Rosemark No. 39 Memphis

***Dates, Times, and Locations subject to change***
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Find Us Online!

MISSTION

The mission of the Grand Commandery Knights Templar of Tennessee is to
provide every Christian Freemason in Tennessee the opportunity and
resources to develop, be engaged in, and exemplify a Christian chivalric
lifestyle.

THE VISION OF THE GRAND
COMMANDERY OF KNIGHTS TEMPILAR OF
TENNESSEE
The Knights of the Grand Commandery of Tennessee are a group of men who share

the Christian faith, exemplary character, a dedication to excellence and the service of

others, and a desire to share the chivalric experience with other Christian

Freemasons. Our Knights are actively engaged with one another in accomplishing this
goal and in maintaining this standard of lifestyle and behavior.

Request for Submissions!
Sir Knights - We need submissions for the Tennessee Knight Templar News. Is

your Commandery going to confer any of the orders soon? Did you have some
sort of unusual or fun event? Send us an article to share with the other
Tennessee Knights and include photos if you have them.

We would also like to have your thoughts and ideas about how we can make
Tennessee Templary more fun and exciting. Send us an article!
Please send news and events going on in your Commandery to:

TNKTNewsEditor@gmail.com
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