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Armand de Lavoie (Perigord), Grand Master 1232-1244

Armand de Lavoie (or Hermann de Lavoie (Périgord) (1178-12477?) was a
descendant of the Counts of Périgord and the 16t Grand Master of the Knights Templar.
He was master of the Province of Apulia and Sicily from 1205 to 1232. In 1232, he was
elected Grand Master of the Templars. He organized attacks on Cana, Safita, Sephoria
and Praetoria, and against the Muslim positions around the Sea of Galilee. All of these
expeditions were failures and diminished the Templars' effectiveness.

In 1236, on the border between Syria and Cilicia, 120 knights, along with some
archers and Turcopoles, were ambushed near the town of Darbsak (Terbezek). In the first
phase of the battle, the Templars reached the town but they met fierce resistance. When
reinforcements from Aleppo arrived, the Templars were massacred. Fewer than twenty
of them returned to their castle in Bagras, fifteen km from the battle.

In September 1239, Armand arrived at Acre. He made a treaty with Sultan of
Damascus, in parallel with the Hospitaller treaty with the Sultan of Egypt. In 1244 the
Sultan of Damascus demanded that the Templars help repel the Khwarezmians from Asia
Minor. In October 1244, the Templars, Hospitallers and Teutonic Knights, together with
the Sultan of Damascus, confronted the Sultan of Egypt and his Khwarezmian allies at the
Battle of La Forbie. The Christian-Muslim coalition was defeated, with more than 30,000
deaths. Some Templars and Hospitallers reached Ascalon, still in Christian hands.
Armand de Lavoie may have been killed during the battle, or may have been captured
and survived until 1247.

Richard de Bures, Grand Master 1245-1247

Richard de Bures (? — May 1247) may have been 17th Grand Master of the

Knights Templar, from 1245 to 1247, although many sources make no mention of him. It
is possible he simply acted as a Master during Périgord's captivity.

Guillaume de Sonnac, Grand Master 1247-1250

Guillaume de Sonnac (died 6 April 1250) was the 18th Grand Master of the
Knights Templar from 1247 to 1250. De Sonnac was born to a noble family in the French
region of Rouergue. No date of birth survives for the Grand Master. He was described by
Matthew Paris as "a discreet and circumspect man, who was also skilled and experienced
in the affairs of war". De Sonnac was an established member of the Order before his
election as Grand Master. He was the Preceptor of Aquitaine in France for the Templars
and arrived in the Holy Land around autumn of 1247, finding "the remnants of the
Kingdom of Jerusalem in a precarious state. Grand Master Armand de Périgord had been
taken prisoner at the Battle of La Forbie in 1244, and after negotiations for his release
failed two years later, De Sonnac was proposed as a replacement. Before his first year in
the East was out, he was the Order's new leader.
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De Sonnac's tenure was a particularly violent one. By 1247, the Christians
had lost power bases in Tiberias, Mount Tabor, Belvoir and Ascalon. This prompted a
fresh campaign from King Louis IX of France, who landed at Limassol, Cyprus, on 17
September 1248. De Sonnac sailed from Acre to meet him and make preparations.
Shortly after, the new Grand Master received an Emir from the Sultan, offering the
crusaders a peace deal. De Sonnac related this to the French King, who ordered him
to cease negotiations, ensuring the new campaign would be concluded with violence,
not diplomacy. On 5 June 1249, the French crusader army, combined with de Sonnac
and his Templar knights, attempted to land in Egypt. They targeted Damietta.
Fighting on the Egyptian beaches was heavy and after a prolonged battle, the
Muslims were forced to retreat, leaving the city almost undefended. The next day the
de Sonnac wrote to Robert of Sandford, telling how on the morning after the battle,
Damietta had been seized with only one crusader casualty. At the end of November,
de Sonnac and King Louis began their march to Cairo, via Mansurah.

The Battle of Mansurah, for the city containing the area's defensive force,
was the last obstacle to central Egypt. The Muslims had been protected by the
swollen Nile, but on 8 February 1250, a local Bedouin showed them where they could
cross. De Sonnac, Robert of Artois, the King's brother, and William Il Longespee,
leader of the English troops, launched an assault on the Muslim force without the
main Frankish army. Taken by surprise, the Egyptians quickly retreated from the
riverbank into the city and the Count foolishly gave chase, outnumbered and with no
back-up from the bulk of the French forces. Jean de Joinville claimed that the Count
meant to follow on his own and that the rest of the raiding party did so as to not look
cowardly. The Templars "thought that they would be dishonored if they allowed the
Count to go before them." However, another source, Matthew Paris, reported that de
Sonnac was forced into the assault by the Count. Whatever the fact, the three
commanders charged into Mansurah with tired men and no reinforcements and were
quickly drawn into heavy fighting. Completely surrounded, "like an island in the sea",
de Sonnac refused to surrender and his Templars fought to the last man. Earl
Longespee was killed in the fighting, and the Count either fell in combat or drowned
fleeing to safety. De Sonnac's escape from the city would make him a famous
warrior when many had considered him more suited to diplomacy. With heavy
wounds, only one eye and two remaining knights of the original 280, he fought
through the Egyptian army and out of the city, where he found the main Frankish
army. He refused to rest and after receiving medical attention he returned and
helped repulse a Muslim raiding party. The Christian forces camped outside the city
and were under constant attack. A major assault was launched by the Muslims on 6
April and de Sonnac joined the Frankish charge to meet the enemy. He fought along
the riverbank until he was finally overwhelmed by the attackers. Blinded fully by a
second injury to the head, he was hacked down and killed by Muslim troops. His
death and the capture of Louis IX marked an end to the seventh crusade. He was
succeeded as Grand Master by Renaud de Vichiers.

Courteously,
Russell Sayre, Grand Commander
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