Common elements of the initiatory-chivalric orders in Dacia,
the Order of Knights Templar and the symbolic Masonry
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Motto:

“The explanatory key to many things that have happened

along time in history will be missing for so long

as the details of the Masonic lodges will not be published yet.! **

Abstract

The main purpose of this study is to demonstrate the existence of a continuity link between the
Order of Knights Templar and the symbolic masonry. In this sense we will present some important
elements of symbolism that have been transmitted from one entity to another. Another purpose is to
bring to light some perceptions, belonging to the initiatory-chivalric cults in the territory of Dacia,
which today are found in the Chivalric Orders as well as in the symbolic masonry. For argumentation
we will make an interpretation of the archaeological relics and ancient votive plaques with the
representations related to the cult, which have been exhibited over time in the bulletins of the
archaeological records as well as in the specialized works.

The study, itself, is divided into three parts: the presentation of the context in which it was
disseminated to the general public in our country, the first document talking about the connection
between Masonry and the Order of Knights Templar, the presentation of two symbols (the Star of
David and the Temple inside) and a historical hypothesis, demonstrating the continuity of the temple
ideas in masonry and not least the presentation of the initiation ritual, the symbols and the
manifestations of the members of the chivalric orders from the Carpathian - Danubian - Pontic space.
Keywords: Freemason, symbolic masonry, Order of Knights Templar, symbol, Star of David,
temples, Dacian knights, the cult of Cabirii.

1. Presentation of the context of popularization in the country of the first
document on the connection between Masonry and the Order of Knights

Templar

On February 3, 1928, the great historian and scientist of world renown, Nicolae lorga? will hold a
lecture in the plenary of the Romanian Academy where he will present a study dedicated to the
Moldovan boyars of the eighteenth century who opposed the Phanariote rulers®. Detailing the events
that took place during that period, he will conclude that a significant role in the attempt to oust the
Phanarian rulers* from the Romanian Principalities® was played by the Freemasons from the two
lodges known at that time® through new, revolutionary ideas released from the reports during the
Masonic meetings, ideas that were linked to "a chain of unity" with those of the Brethren throughout
Europe that promoted human freedom. Around the two Lodges a kind of cenacle had formed where
the most significant cultural people from the Principality of Moldova participated. "These thinkers,
writers and patriots were part of <<a secret solidarity>> undermining the value of their actions in
the cultural and political spheres. This was only possible thanks to the support that only integration
into a broad movement with a European dimension might guarantee ”.”

The speech of our great historian will end abruptly, but giving hope for studying Masonic
historiography by mentioning two documents of great value that the great scientist was aware of and
had studied. It is a memorial of the revolutionary Freemason Carnot around 17948 and Ramsey's
famous speech - related to a manuscript written in Greek that is kept today in the Library of the
Romanian Academy®.

Andrew Michael Ramsey's® speech was "one of the most debated speeches ever delivered in
Masonic history and it is certain that no other has ever received so much attention, was so
misunderstood or had a very great effect on the course and development of Freemasonry**”. He tried
to explain the true origin of Freemasonry. The famous lecture given to the Freemasons of Paris in
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1737 is known today as Ramsey's Word. From the discourse it appears that Freemasonry represents
an unparalleled union with Knights of Saint John of Jerusalem and the Order of Knights Templar.

According to C. N. Batham, there are, in fact, two versions of Ramsey's speech. The first version is
called "Epernay". It bears this name because it was discovered relatively recently in the Archives of
Epernay, France under the name of "Speech by M. le Chevalier Ramsay given at Lodcre St. December
1736%?". The second version is simply called the "Grand Lodge" and is the variant that was intended
for presentation at the meeting with the Grand Lodge of France on March 21, 1737%, The difference
between the two variants that Batham talks about is almost unnoticeable. Basically, the text of the 16
pages is identical, the difference between them is made by a single sentence where one talks about the
beginnings of Freemasonry. In the "Epernay" variant, he claims that the early history of Freemasonry
is related to the liberation of Jerusalem by the Crusaders and the period of the "Holy City" obliteration
by Knights Templar when they discovered (Rediscovered) ,,the Book of Secrets of the Order'”. As
such, it shows that Freemasonry and The Order of Knights Templar has common origins or
Freemasonry represents, in some respects, a continuity of this Order.
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